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THE FLOW OF NEW BOOKS: Which to Choose for Libraries? 


by Florence Boochever, Head, Book Information Section 
Library Extension Division, New York State Library 


Libraries in the Space Age 


The recent Soviet sputnik feat has focused world attention on education. 
What is its primary goal—scientific achievement or humanistic development? 
Schools and colleges are already revising their programs to include more 
science courses. How do libraries fit into the changed perspective of the 
space age? 


The flow of new books has always presented a problem to the librarian 
eager to select the best of the crop for his clientele. Today's fast- 
changing, chaotic world presents an added challenge, for the book as con- 
veyor of ideas takes on added significance. 


Statistics inform us that 1957 saw a total of 13,142 titles published 
in the United States, of which number 10,561 were new books, including 
1,433 adult fiction, 1,420 juveniles. This staggering figure, we are in- 
formed, is not as large, in proportion to population, as it is in other 
countries. But it is quite large enough to elicit feelings of dismay and 
inadequacy among professional book reviewers and selectors. To Alfred A. 
Knopf, for his candid article on "Book Publishing: The Changes L've Seen," 
in The Atlantic Monthly, December, 1957, our appreciation, especially for 
these remarks: "... the really important thing for all of us is what the 
author has written. I guess if better books were written, publishers would 
publish them. But that doesn't excuse us for producing the large volume 
of trivial, unimportant and downright unworthy stuff we do." Little, Brown 
& Company's slogan, "Fewer and Better Books," strikes another responsive 
chord. 


Sorting the Wheat from the Chaff 


Not that we are unmindful of the commercial need to keep on publishers’ 
lists titles concerned with current interests. But where to obtain the 
means to buy and how to sort the wheat from the chaff in the steady pro- 
duction of reading matter on the Civil War, the atom, the U.S.S.R., moun- 
tain climbing and underseas? 


Our official book selection tool, The Booklist, during September, 
1956-July, 1957, reviewed or listed (denoting recommendation) 2,569 books, 
of which 460 were adult fiction, 577, juveniles. The Library Journal re- 
views some 4,000 titles annually, of which 1,223 were in Junior Libraries 
last year. The Bookmark covers in an October-July volume more than 800 





titles, of which some 125 are fiction, 150, children's books. The leading 
weekly book reviews and sections in monthly periodicals are also fertile 
sources for evaluation, 


Minimum standard for large library systems, according to ALA recom- 
mendation, is the acquisition of 4-5,000 new books annually. The trend 
toward larger systems of library service makes an infinitely greater book 
resource available to the smaller library. But the matter of individual 
holdings remains. As an administrator of public funds, the librarian must 
spend wisely to accomodate the reading tastes of the community; as an ed- 
ucator, he must try to raise the level of interest through his wares and 
influence. 


As The Bookmark ceases publication for the summer to assume reappear- 
ance in October, it seems appropriate to reassess the library's place in 
a society whose structure is rapidly changing; to revalue its fundamental, 
the book; and to redetermine the role of the librarian. 


Destruction of American libraries in Tripoli and Beirut, Lebanon, 
indicate mob identification of books with the ideas they contain. Librar- 
ies are of the utmost importance in shaping the minds of men in these 
turbulent times. As instruments of democracy, they are permissive agencies 
that are open to the public but serve the individual. 


Books as Beginning and End 


"Since the codex replaced the scroll in the early years of the Chris- 
tian era," writes Dan Lacy on "Books and the Future: a Speculation" in 
Bowker lectures on book publishing (1957), "there has been no really im- 
portant change in the physical form of the book; ... like the wheel—which 
we have learned to make stronger and more cheaply, to propel faster, and 
to employ variously, but which remains unaltered in concept—the book, we 
may hope, is a unique and lasting invention which will be altered only in 
superficies by varying processes of manufacture and which can be used in 
almost infinite variety in the changing social contexts of the future." 
Viewers with alarm have learned to temper their fears about the permanence 
of reading in our civilization, for the book seems to hold its own among 
the brilliant innovations of television, radio, films and tape recordings, 
"Begin with Books," we note is the theme of the Middle Atlantic Regional 
Library Conference to be held at Atlantic City this fall. Often transmuted 
into other media, books serve not only as beginning but as end, for lec- 
tures, plays and TV recordings often seek final form in bound print. 


Within the constellation of author, publisher, bookseller, librarian 
and reader, there is a mutuality of concern with each season's flow of 
new books. "No authors, no publishing," states J.B. Priestley succinctly 
in Thoughts in the wilderness (1958). The unity of effort shown in the 
success of the first National Book Week is clear evidence of a widespread 
desire "For a Better-Read, Better-Informed America." With vacation time 
ahead, librarians are quick to exhort borrowers to spend their leisure time 
in reading. It is also a good time to consider their own relation to the 
book world: to suggest subjects to publishers that are wanted by their 
patrons; to tell which books are not being read, perhaps because badly 
packaged in too fine print or abstrusely written. Librarians can choose 
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carefully, using selected lists, book committees, opinions of specialists 
to provide writing that has relevance for the contemporary—and a better 
world. (We are fortunate in the Education Department to be able to call 
on scientists, historians and others). 


Reading in Depth 


Most particularly, librarians, too, can read when time permits and 
"practise what they teach." The reading librarian is a living affirmation 
of the importance of books which he can recommend most effectively by word 
of mouth. He can not only display the better books as they appear but can 
divert interest to other works by an author or to other titles in related 
fields. We know of one library where there is continuous reserve on the 
earlier works of James Gould Cozzens, nonprize winner but, in Orville 
Prescott's opinion, "There has been no novel yet this year comparable in 
intellectual and artistic stature to... 'By Love Possessed.’ " (The New 
York Times Book Review, June 8, 1958). 


Librarians do not need to be convinced of the importance of books, 
whose vitality and value Van Wyck Brooks has so well expressed in The 
writer in America (1953): "In reality, books are bred by men, men by life 
and life by books through a constant interrelation and cross-fertiliza- 
tion..." What is needed is to share more fully the gifts of understanding 
and individual growth that books can bestow. Librarians have work to do 
to keep pace with the nuclear age. 
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Recent Books 
A SELECTION 


Suggested by Book Information Section 
Florence Boochever, Editor Laura E. McDowell 


Recommendations: *of first interest; Y for young people; 
P for prisons; R for reformatories; H for mental hospitals. 


Nonfiction 


Aiken, C.P. Sheepfold Hill; fifteen poems. Sagamore. $2.95. 
Deeply probing, delicately expressed poems of varying length by the 
esteemed prize winner. 811.5 


Allen, J.J. Boating, a beginning guide. Ronald. $2.95. 

Simple, well-rounded handbook for the new boat owner, containing basic 
information on buying, handling, piloting, rules of the road, etc. 
Photographs, figures. Index. 797.1 
The complete outboard boating manual; selection, operation, repair, by 
Ernest Venk (American Technical Society. $4.95. 623.8) tells beginners 
and specialists everything needed to "get the full pleasure out of out- 
board boating safely." Photographs, drawings. Appendixes, index. 


Atwell, Lester. Private. Simon & Schuster. $5. 

A Brooklynite relives his experiences as an infantry-medic from Decem- 
ber, 1944-June, 1955, giving a well-written, realistic impression of 
day-by-day happenings and of the men, each of whom "had fought an en- 
tirely different war." 940 .54 


Baldwin, H.W. The great arms race; a comparison of U.S. and Soviet 
power today. Praeger. $2.95. 

Succinct, authoritative discussion of missiles, nuclear weapons, air 
defenses and strategy, based on material that first appeared in The 

New York Times. Maps, charts. 355.8 

In In This - is the challenge; the Benton reports of 1956-1958 on the nature 
of the Soviet threat, by William Benton (Associated College. $3.95. 
370.947), the publisher and chairman of Encyclopaedia Britannica pre- 
sents an interesting, firsthand comparison of U.S. and Soviet education. 
Photograph. Appendix. 


*Community Council of Greater New York, Inc. Food guide and quantity 
cooking for young children. Harper. $4.95. 

Prepared by a committee of experts, this unique guide for all concerned 
with group feeding includes recipes and menus for healthful, enjoyable 
meals that promote “emotional satisfaction at home and away from home." 
Tables. Resource materials, index. 641.5 
What cooks at Stillmeadow, by Mrs. G.B. Taber (Lippincott. $3.95. 
641. 5) contains "the favorite recipes of Gladys Taber" (subtitle) that 
are easy to prepare and use readily available ingredients. Index. 
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The complete hors d'oeuvres cookbook; 1,000 kitchen-tested recipes 

plus variations, by Mrs. A.S. Schryver and Francille Wallace (Coward- 
McCann. $3.95. 641.81) contains imaginative suggestions for all kinds 
of casual entertaining. 

A Belgian cookbook, by Mrs. Juliette Elkon (Farrar. $3.95. 641.5) 
assembles succulent specialties by region. Index. 

The art of Jewish cooking, by Mrs. J.G. Grossinger (Random. $3.50. 
641. 567) suggests recipes from ma' many lands and for principal holidays, 
also some menus. Index. 


Cowles, V.S. The Phantom Major; the story of David Stirling and his 
desert command. Harper. $3.95. 

Swiftly told report, based on eyewitness accounts and papers, of Brit- 
ish organization of S.A.S. (Special Air Service) during the African 
campaign in World War II and its ingenious, daring leader who initiated 
night raids and destruction of enemy materials, immeasurably aiding 
Allied victory. Maps. Appendix, index. 940 .542 


*Daniel, Hawthorne. The ordeal of the captive nations. Doubleday. 
$4.50. 
Enlightening survey of the histories of 13 Communist-ruled countries of 
east-central Europe, examining present conditions and the significant 
struggle each is making for freedom. Map. Bibliography, index. 943 


*Davis, Mrs. E.L. Fathers of America; our heritage of faith. Revell. 
$2.75. 
Fifteen sketches of fathers of prominent Americans who, though differing 
in background and interests, had in common early religious home training 
and the guidance of wise, understanding parents. B or 92 


Donahue, Wilma, & others, eds. Free time; challenge to later maturity. 
Univ. of Michigan. $4.50. 

Papers presented by 12 specialists at the 1957 University of Michigan 
Tenth Anniversary Conference on Aging delve deeply into varied aspects 
of social change and satisfying leisure experience. Index. 179 


*Eytan, Walter. The first ten years; a diplomatic history of Israel. 
Simon & Schuster. $4. 
The Director-General of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs lucidly details 
the course of Israel's foreign policy during her first decade. Maps, 
photographs. Index. 956.94 
Israel today; land of many nations, by Ruth Gruber (Hill and Wang. 
$3.95. 915.694) is a journalist's vivid account of people and activ- 
ities in Israel. Maps, photographs. Travel information in appendix. 


Faison, S.L., Jr. A guide to the art museums of New England. Harcourt. 
$5. 

Arranged alphabetically by state and by location within each, this con- 
cise, valuable survey covers 61 museums and collections in six states 
and informingly comments on 405 works, all of them illustrated by small 
reproductions. Maps. Index. 708.14 


Finletter, T.K. Foreign policy: the next phase. Harper. $3.50. 
Based on the Elihu lectures given under the auspices of the Council 
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on Foreign Relations, stimulating chapters critically review U.S. 
policies since World War II and suggest positive measures toward peace. 
Index. 327 


Freud, Martin. Sigmund Freud: man and father. Vanguard. $5. 

The great psychoanalyst's oldest son informally depicts his "gay and 
generous father in the circle of his family," recalling entertaining 
and revealing anecdotes. Photographs. B or 92 


Galbraith, J.K. The affluent society. Houghton. $4. 

Cogent analysis by a Harvard Professor of Economics of the danger of 
overproduction in our economy, with some provocative suggestions about 
the importance of "our investment in men." Index. 330 .973 


Golden, H.L. Only in America. World Pub. $4. 

A selection of essays from The Carolina Israelite, monthly publication 
of Charlotte, N.C., expressing the editor's highly original views on 
many things and evidencing humanity, erudition and salty humor. 917.3 


Guareschi, Giovanni. My secret diary, 1943-1945; tr. from the Italian. 
Farrar. $3.75. 

Written in internment camps during the Second World War, pieces selected 
by the author of the Don Camillo series reveal the somber life of the 
prisoner and his dreams for democracy, while an Epilogue describes a 
recent visit to Germany with his son. 940 .54 


Hadley, Mrs. Leila. Give me the world. Simon & Schuster. $5. 

At 25, divorced and fed up with her lucrative New York job, the author 
toured the world with her engaging,six-year-old son, joining four young 
men, first met in Bangkok as crew on a small schooner, and here zest- 
fully describes the strange places visited and her introduction to sea- 
faring life. Photographs. 910.41 


Hindson, Alice. Designer's drawloom; an introduction to drawloom 
weaving and repeat pattern planning. Branford. $5.95. 

Thorough, practical information for amateur and professional loom- 
makers, illustrated throughout with photographs, line drawings and 
diagrams. Glossary, bibliography, index. 745.52 
The folk arts of Japan, by Hugo Munsterberg (Tuttle. $6.75. 745) 

is a delightful introduction to every aspect of Japan's principal folk 
arts, with many, fine photographs in color and black and white. Index. 


Holmes, D.C. What's going on in space? a chronicle of man's explora~ 
tion into space beyond this earth. Funk. $3.95. 

In lively, knowledgeable style, Commander Holmes of the U.S. Navy dis- 
cusses the meaning of Sputnik, the next frontier, our plans and stake 
in "the ultimate conquest." Photographs. 629.138 


YP *Keeble, L.A.J. Ordeal by water. Doubleday. $4. 

RH An English naval officer's modest, exciting account of salvage and har- 
bor clearance operations in the Mediterranean which opened the sea lanes 
for Allied landings during World War II. Photographs, diagram. 940.5 


*Kirkpatrick, W.A. The house of your dreams; how to plan and get it. 
McGraw-Hill . $5 . 50 ° 
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Presents in simple terms basic, profitable information on building, 
buying or remodeling a home, including financial arrangements, legal 
aspects, comparative material costs and many practical suggestions for 
comfortable living. Photographs, diagrams, tables. Index. 728.608 








Kytle, Mrs. E.L. Willie Mae. Knopf $3.59. 

A first-person biography that reads like a case history and recounts 

the sorry childhood and working experiences of a Georgia-born Negress 
and her feelings toward white folks. 325.6 












Lodwick, John, & Young, D.H. Gulbenkian; an interpretation of "the 
richest man in the world." Doubleday. $4. 

Coauthored by the man who was Gulbenkian's confidential secretary for 
20 years, this is a graphic portrait of the colorful, ruthless Armenian 
financial wizard whose fortune, amassed in international oil deals, in- 
volved him in power politics throughout his long career. B or 92 




















YP *Martin, W.B.J. The diary of Peter Parson. Abingdon. $2.75. 
RH "The uninhibited musings of a working parson", by a minister of an 
Edinburgh Congregational church who, with wit and insight, points out 
that man's response to constant need for God varies with his changing 
experiences and that preaching must be geared td current problems. 253 
Y In So you want to preach, by F.K. Stamm (Abingdon. $2. 251), lively 
chapters on the broader aspects of preaching stress not doctrine or 
dogma but the brotherhood of man as the minister's "business" and will 
interest laymen as well as clergy and students. 


PR Moraes, F.R. Yonder one world; a study of Asia and the West. Macmillan. 
$3.75. 
Recording conversations with leading personalities in many lands, the 
distinguished Indian journalist thoughtfully presents "the Asian out- 
look" on such problems as Communism, the future of democracy, free 
enterprise, military pacts and coexistence. 909 .82 
PR *In India changes', by Mrs. Taya Zinkin (Oxford Univ. $5. 915.4), a 
H news correspondent, wife of a former Indian Civil Service official, 
reports the social, political and economic reforms witnessed since 
1945, correcting Western misconceptions about India and concluding 
that tolerance and persuasion are slowly effecting a revolution. 




















Ornes, G.E. Trujillo, little Caesar of the Caribbean. Nelson. $5. 

In the first of a projected two-volume study of the Dominican Republic 
and its controversial "Benefactor", an exiled former editor unsensation- 
ally and excitingly exposes the regime of the "oldest, harshest and most 
fiendish personal dictatorship in today's Latin America." 972.93 






















Redding, J.M Inside the Democratic Party. Bobbs-Merrill. $4.50. 
RH The publicity director of the 1947 Democratic National Committee in- 
formally details the “political infighting" that is necessary to any 
campaign and Truman's direct appeal to the people which resulted in 
victory. Index. 329.01 







Y Rice, F.P. How to catch bass; a guide to freshwater bass fishing. 
Holt. $3.50. 
Practical, "time-tested procedures" plus "new and different techniques" 
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are genially shared by a fisherman with 20 years’ experience on river, 
lake and stream. Drawings. Index. 799.17 


Schary, Dore. Sunrise at Campobello; a play in three acts. Random. 
$2.95. 

The moving Broadway success dramatizes the 34 months before FDR's suf- 
ficient recovery from infantile paralysis to nominate Alfred E. Smith 
as the 1924 Democratic Presidential candidate. Photographs. 812.5 


Schiffers, Heinrich. The quest for Africa; two thousand years of ex- 
ploration; tr. from the German. Putnam. $5. 

From ancient search for the sources of the Nile to the complex political 
developments of today the long history of Africa is recounted with nar- 
rative power by an eminent German scholar. Maps, photographs.Index. 960 


Shapley, Harlow. Of stars and men; the human response to an expanding 
universe. Beacon. $3.50. 

In "an essay on orientation," the distinguished Harvard astronomer gives 
the thoughtful reader contemporary information on man's place and func- 
tion in the cosmos, the earth in the physical universe and problems 
affecting the future. Tables. 523.1 


Shoemaker, Mrs. H.S. Power through prayer groups; their why and how. 
Revell. $2. 


The author of The secret of effective prayer (1955) describes various 
types of prayer groups and how to form and conduct them, citing prac- 
tical examples of their value in bridging the "gap between private 


prayer and public worship." Addenda. 264.7 


Singer, Burns, Living silver. Houghton. $3.75. 

Poetically written, unusual account of life on trawlers in the North 
Sea, seen through the eyes of a sensitive, young Polish refugee whose 
experiences as an apprentice fisherman led to his acceptance at Glasgow 
University and a career as marine biologist. Drawings. 639.2 


YP *Smith, R.A. Philippine freedom 1946-1958. Columbia Univ. $5. 

RH The New York Times specialist on Far Eastern problems reviews the his- 
tory of the Philippines, discussing the social, political and economic 
aspects of the rewarding experiment in democracy. Map. Appendixes, 
index. 991.4 


*Thomas, G.L., Jr. Garden pools, waterlilies, and goldfish. Van Nos- 
trand. $5.95. 
From Lilypons in Maryland the owner passes on the practical and scien- 
tific findings of a thriving business, telling all there is to know 
about water gardening in tub, pool or quiet pond. Beautiful photographs 
in color and black and white, drawings. Index. 714 


YP *Tilson, C.E. Segregation and the Bible. Abingdon. $2.50. 

RH A Methodist minister and faculty member at Vanderbilt University Divin- 
ity School lucidly analyzes the Scripture texts that support opposing 
views, discussing the Bible teachings ahat are "most relevant to the 
question of race." Notes, index. 220 .832 
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YP *Varady, Ralph. Many lagoons. Morrow. $5. 

RH Offered the use of a rundown estate on a South Sea island, the author 
left Los Angeles for Moorea and this is the delightful record of two 
idyllic years spent rebuilding the house, cultivating the land with 
the help of friendly natives and finding that true happiness does not 
depend on "position, money, prestige". Maps, photographs, 919.621 








PR *Weisberger, B.A. They gathered at the river; the story of the great 
H revivalists and their impact upon religion in America. Little. $5. 
Well-documented, lively history of revivals and the traveling preachers 
from the days of the camp meeting with its spontaneous emotional out- 
bursts to Billy Sunday's organized campaigns of showmanship. Photo- 
graphs. Notes, index. 269 .2 




















YP *Williams, H.L. 

RH Horizon. $6. 
Fully explores the "human, natural and physical" elements that have con- 
tributed to each nation's development and readably studies contrasting 
backgrounds and cultures. Maps, photographs. Bibliography, index. 918 

YP *In Chile through embassy windows: 1939-1953, by C.G. Bowers (Simon & 

RH Schuster. $5. 918.3), the late ambassador to Chile who served under 
three U.S. Presidents writes of his personal and official experiences, 
communicating the beauty of the country and a deep affection for this 

"bastion of democracy" in South America. Index. 


Fantastic South America, continent of the future. 














YP *Willoughby, Hugh. Amid the alien corn; an intrepid Englishman in the 
RH heart of America; ed. by J.L. Martin. Bobbs-Merrill. $3. 
With engaging frankness a British agriculturalist who liked "almost 
everything" about America notes his impressions of people and places 
during a year as a graduate student of American farming methods at an 
Indiana university. 917.3 











Wister, Owen. Owen Wister out west; his journals and letters; ed. by 
RH F.K. Wister. Univ. of Chicago. $5. 

Combining Wister's recently discovered Western diaries with selected 
letters, this enlightening volume prepared by his daughter provides 
fresh insight into the personality and literary career of the 19th 
century creator of the gentleman cowboy on the American frontier. 
Photographs, drawings. Bibliography, index. B or 92 


Fiction 





Baker, C.H. A friend in power. Scribner. $3.95. 

How eminently decent Ed Tyler, head of the Modern Languages Department 
of a small Eastern university, finds himself maneuvered into the pres- 
idency is quietly related in fictionized, month-by-month chapters that 
will be most meaningful to readers with academic background. 


PR Black, I.S. The passionate city. Viking. $3.95. 

H Diverting novel of first love and political intrigue in Rome during 
1940 in which a young Scot teaching at a language school finds that 
his secret affair with the daughter of a prominent Italian statesman 
involves him in disturbing brushes with the police. 


YP Brelis, Dean. The mission. Random. $3.50. 
An 0.S.S. sergeant relates directly and with tension his assignment 
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to the Kachin Hills in Burma, accompanied by a headman's son, and 

while friendship grows between these two of unlike cultures, the seren- 
ity of the region is strikingly contrasted with the dangers of guer- 
rilla warfare culminating in the destruction of a Japanese steamboat. 


Christensen, Synnove, pseud. Lindeman's daughter; tr. by Mervyn 
Savill. Doubleday. $4.95. 

Norway in the late 18th century is the scene of an absorbing, robust 
novel contrasting good and evil in gentry and peasant, centered in the 
eldest Lindeman girl whose sacrificial, ill-fated marriage and later 
love affair are frankly detailed in a horror-packed but memorable tale. 


YP *De Camp, L.S. An elephant for Aristotle. Doubleday. $3.95. 

RH The trials of transporting an elephant from India to Athens at Alex- 
ander the Great's command are narrated in modern idiom by the officer 
who led the bizarre expedition in this witty historical romance. 


Derleth, A.W. The house on the mound. Duell. $4.50. 

Now married to widowed Jane Rolette whom he had long loved, Hercules 
Dousman of Bright journey (1940), successful fur trader and landowner 
in the new state of Wisconsin, learns of the existence of an illegiti- 
mate son and this flavorsome, regional novel with adept characteriza- 
tion depicts the enmity that prevents his adoption of the boy. 


Ekert-Rotholz, Mrs. Alice. The time of the dragons. Viking. $4.95. 
In the Norwegian diplomat, Knut Wergeland, and his daughters by three 
different women of French, Chinese and Norwegian nationalities is epit- 
omized the course of historic events between 1925-55 as, with intricate 
detail, love, intrigue and melodrama intermingle tensely and at length. 


Golding, Louis. The little old Admiral. Vanguard. $3.95. 
At Father Huxtable's Camp in Sussex, old Frankie meets the forlorn 
stray, Terry, and this tender tale of their friendship sees the boy 
joining the Navy, falling in love and growing into manhood. 


Humphreys, Emyr. The Italian wife. McGraw-Hill. $3.75. 
A ruthless, unfaithful London publisher, his sensitive son and a young 


stepmother form a complex triangle, which this sophisticated, probing 
narrative skilfully delineates. 


YP *Maiden, Cecil. Jonathan found. Crowell. $3.50. 

R Adopted by a wealthy New Yorker whose wife is despondent over the 
death of their son, a seven-year-old English orphan from a Chinese 
mission is bewildered until the happy relationship with his new father 
resolves a difficult situation in this tender, unsentimental tale. 
Abridged in The Ladies' Home Journal. 


Molnar, Mrs. Maria. Love with paprika. Harper. $3.50. 
Drawing upon memories of youth on her grandmother's Hungarian estate 
in the early 1930s, the author recalls the various romantic attachments 


of a host of relatives and servants, offering a gay, charming picture 
of a vanished age. 


O'Brien, Kate. As music and splendour. Harper. $4.50. 

The musical education of two unsophisticated Irish girls, first at a 
convent in Paris and then at a pension in Rome, is related with fidelity 
and charm in this 19th century novel of dedication, love affairs and 
personality interplay in the fascinating world of opera. Sophisticated. 
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Mather, Melissa, Rough road home. Lippincott. $3.95. 

A city family makes a new life on a farm in the Vermont mountains with 
many funny, poignant and sad events dotting the changing seasons, For 
17-to 18-year-old Betty MacDonald fans. 


Morrison, Lillian, ed. Touch blue. Crowell. $3. 

Rhymes of superstition and tradition such as—'When I my true love want 
to see/ I put my shoes in the shape of a T." Both familiar and unfamiliar 
versions are given. All ages will enjoy both rhymes and illustrations. 


Paul, Charlotte. The cup of strength. Random House. $3.95. 

Merrie Dooley Cowen, aged 17, has her baby in the cabin of stranger 
bachelor Jeff Smith when her search for her missing husband fails, and 
a long, tortuous relationship begins in which Jeff's stalwart qualities 
gradually win out over Jim Cowen's weaknesses. The situation is handily 
resolved by Jim's death in this average love story. Will appeal to 16- 
to 18-year-olds. 


Richmond, Cecil Jane. Handbook for dating. Westminster Press. $2. 

Some really practical advice for 14- and 15-year-old girls whose thoughts 
have turned male-ward. Gives "dos" and "don'ts". Parents could learn from 
this, too. 


Rietveld, Jane. To hide, to seek. Viking. $3. 

A somewhat made-to-order story of Hollis Baylor, senior art student 
and father's girl, who has to face physical illness and mental breakdown 
before she is mature enough to return Paul's love. Style and format appeal 
to younger girls, subject material to slightly older, 15- and 16-year-olds. 


Ross, Ishbel. 
Harper. $5.95. 

Thoughtful, mature biography of a lady hated by some, beloved by others, 
and respected by all in the Confederacy. The love story will carry it for 


the 17-, 18-year-old-girls. Good for supplementary reading for American 
History. 


Stolz, Mary. Second nature. Harper. $2.95. 
High school senior Anne Rumson loses her love to her best friend, and 
comes out the stronger in this excellent novel for the 14- to 16-year-olds. 


White, Betty. McKay. $3.75. 
A clear, easy-to-understand "how to" book by the author of Betty White's 
teen-age dance book and Dancing made easy. All ages. 


Wilson, Eugene S. and Charles A. Bucker. College ahead! Harcourt, Brace. 
$3.95. 

Sensible, up-to-date "guide for high-school students and their parents" 
on selection of a college, preparation for college entrance, where and how 
to get financial help, etc. Not a replacement for Lovejoy's College guide, 
but excellent supplementary material. 


Wise, Winifred. Frances by starlight. Macrae Smith. $2.75. 

Eighteen-year-old Frances Cochrane, Chicago art student, spends a summer 
with wealthy California relatives where she meets an arrogant young actor 
and gets a job in a movie studio. Girls 14 and 15. 
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TRAVELING LIBRARIES 
FILMS FOR YOU — Suggested by Jack B. Spear 
It is extremely gratifying to note that the smaller public libraries 


of New York State are beginning to use films. Bookings are starting to 
roll in for prints as far ahead as Christmas. 








These films are being purchased from funds allocated to the Library 
Extension Division by the Library Services Act. They are here for the 

free use of public libraries serving less than 10,000 people (by the 1950 
census). 










Currently we are planning to have a printed catalog for distribution 
at the Rochester meeting of NYLA in October. If any of the films listed 

to date do not quite suit your specific needs, just ask us for suggestions. 
Here are some new additions to our film collection: 














Adelie Penguins of the Antarctic: 20 minutes. Color. 1957. The scientific 
expedition that filmed the penguins and their habits has made a document 

of charm and drama. The warm appeal of these human-like creatures and the 
high informational content of this film make it interesting to all ages. 
























The Bear and the Hunter: 10 minutes. Black and white. 1956. An enchant- 
ing film that draws the nature lover silently into the mysterious sounds 

of night, of the forest as it looses its cover of white in the spring, and 
the hungry bear just out of hibernation. A story for all ages beautifully 
executed by the brilliant young Swedish director, Arne Sucksdorff. 





Bill of Rights of the United States: 19 minutes. Color. 1956. A factual, 
yet thrilling presentation of the human forces that shaped this basic 


American document. Excellent for use with service clubs, men's groups, 
study clubs. 








Borderline: 27 minutes. Black and white. 1956. The National Film Board 
of Canada has produced a discerning picture of an emotionally disturbed 

girl which is packed with thought-provoking situations. The film stresses 
the fact that young people need and want direction from parents. 





The Bright Side: 23 minutes. Black and white. 1957. A sensitive, sim- 
ple story of a family that obviously enjoys being together. A film that 
will find many audiences from churches because of the positive approach 

to family life and parenthood. 





Burma, People of the River: 14 minutes. Color. 1957. Good, current 
photographic coverage of this country, treating industry and geography. 
Very colorful and will serve as a fine introduction to Burma. 


The Bookmark -255- July, 1958 


Constitution of the United States: 22 minutes. Color. 1956. The trials 
and struggles to form our government and set the patterns for our democratic 
way of life are made very real and vivid. Adult groups will find this a 
most refreshing reminder of our American heritage. 


Dams: 14 minutes. Color. 1957. This film gives a concise and detailed 
analysis of water control and gives extensive coverage to Shasta Dam and 
its relations to this problem. Adult groups concerned with soil conserva- 
tion will find this factual presentation particularly interesting, 


Declaration of Independence by the Colonies: 19 minutes. Color. 1956. 
Realistically portrays the struggle of the 13 British Colonies in their 
adoption of the famous Declaration that formed a new nation. Leaves one 
with an unforgettable impact—will stir all ages. 


From the Ground Up: 13 minutes. Color. 1955. Constant research by the 
U.S. Department of Agriculture has done much to improve the conditions 
and increase production by our farmers. This film explains the work of 
the soil scientist and gives practical help in building a farm "from the 
ground up." 


Hands That Made America: 20 minutes. Color. 1957. A beautiful and in- 
spiring film for study of American life, produced by Life Magazine, that 
reflects the American tradition of "building a nation with our hands." 
Suitable for a general audience. 


Helen Keller in Her Story: 45 minutes. Black and white. 1955. An award 
winner for the best documentary of 1955, this film will appeal to the 
hearts of young and old alike. The dramatic story of courage, faith, hope 
and determination makes this truly a unique film. 


Sibling Relations and Personality: 22 minutes. Black and white. 1956. 

Another film in the "Child Development" series, correlated with the book, 
Child development, by Hurlock. Shows most naturally the relationships of 
teen-agers in family situations and the importance of the various factors 
that shape their personalities. A natural for PTAs. 


The Vice Presidency: 51 minutes. Black and white. 1956. A most com- 

prehensive film study of the rights and duties of this office and the men 
who occupied it, including Nixon. Produced by CBS Television by Edward R. 
Murrow for the "See It Now" series. Sustains interest to the final scene. 


Village of Spain: 21 minutes. Color. 1957. Golden Reel Award winner 
for 1957, this is a sensitive and realistic presentation of the rural, 
Spanish way of life today. Adults interested in people of other countries, 
as well as arm chair travelers, will find great appeal in this film. 


Workshop for Peace: 29 minutes. Black and white. 1954. A revealing 
look at the United Nations building and careful explanation of what its 
occupants are doing. 
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Free and Jncxpensive 


MATERIAL 


Listed by Mary S. Lindsey, Reference Section 


A Miscellany 













Coulson, C.A. Some problems of the atomic: age, 


Macmillan Company. 60 
Fifth Ave., New York ll. 1957. 40p. 75¢. 


Crow, J.F. Effects of radiation and fallout. (pamphlet no. 256) Public 
Affairs Pamphlets. 22 East 38th St., New York 16. 1957. 28p. 25¢. 








Davidson, Leon. Flying saucers: an analysis of the Air Force Project 
Blue Book. Special report no. 14. 2nd ed. The author. 64 Prospect 
St., White Plains, N.Y. Oct. 1957. 84p. $1.50. 













Folk Dance guide. 8th annual ed. Paul Schwartz, editor and publisher. 
P.O. Box 342, Cooper Station, 93 Fourth Ave., New York 3. 1957. 
28p. $1. 


Foy, Charles. Pigeons for pleasure and profit; a complete guide to pigeon 
raising. Leslie Swanson. Dept. C. P.O. Box 334 Moline, Ill. 1957. 
64p. $1.50. 


Gould, L.M. Antarctica in world affairs. (Headline series no. 128) For- 
eign Policy Association, Inc. 345 East 46th St., New York 17. March- 
April 1958. 54p. 35¢. 




































International Geophysical Year, July 1957-December 1958; a series of ar- 
ticles reprinted from Think Magazine, July 1957. International Business 
Machines Corporation, 590 Madison Ave., New York 22. 1957. 30p. free. 
















Lincoln, J.C. Stop legal stealing. The author. 50 East 69th St., New 
York 21. 1958. 30p. 25¢. Taxes and land laws. 


Marketing and distribution. (Turck lecture series of Yale University) 
National Association of Manufacturers. 2 East 48th St., New York 17. 
1957. 48p. $1. 






Rees, Elfan. Century of the homeless man. (International conciliation 
no. 515) Carnegie Endowment for International Peace. Order from Co- 
lumbia University Press. 2960 Broadway, New York 27. Nov. 1957. 
p.193-254. 25¢. 









Tucker, G.M. The self-supporting city. Rev. ed. Robert Schalkenbach 
Foundation. 50 East 69th St., New York 21. 1958. 100p. $1. 












Water and the world today; its use and control. Reprinted from the United 
Nations Review July and August 1956. Sales no. 1957.1.9. United Na~- 
tions Department of Public Information. 1957. 40p. 15¢. 
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NATIONAL LIBRARY WEEK WILL CONTINUE 


Plan Now for April 12-18, 1959 


Sponsored by the National Book Committee in cooperation with the 
American Library Association, the first National Library Week of 1958 was 
an unqualified success. Decision was quickly reached that it be contin- 
ued. Theodore Waller, vice president of the Grolier Society, Inc. and 
Americana Corporation, will serve as chairman of the Steering Committee. 
He was vice chairman last year. John S. Robling will again be director. 

Incomplete reports reveal that at least 5,000 individual communities 
participated actively. Diversity and ingenuity marked observances through- 
out the country. 

Mr. Robling's report, "Here's What Happened," in the June 1958 ALA 
Bulletin is a lively appraisal of the first National Library Week—mistakes 
and achievements. He quotes the "thoughtful friends" who felt "overtones 
of brassiness and hucksterism," while others deplored the approach as "too 
stuffy and bookish to reach those who were not already library users and 
supporters."' A combination of "dignity, liveliness, and universality" is 
the desideratum. 

"What impressed us most—," writes Mr. Robling, "indeed what almost 
overwhelmed us were two things—the vigor, originality, and skill with 
which state and local committees, sparked by librarians, originated and 
carried through programs of amazing variety and effectiveness, and the 
warm and instant response to the aims of National Library Week we found 
everywhere—among broadcasters, newspapermen, magazine editors, civic 
leaders, educators, businessmen, everyone." 


Incidentally, there are many valuable suggestions here which will no 
doubt be incorporated in forthcoming material. Further tips may be gleaned 
from the roundup of activities, according to reports received at the Li- 
brary Extension Division. This is how local libraries in New York State 
celebrated National Library Week in 1958: 


PROCLAMATION BY MAYOR... almost all communities. 

WINDOW DISPLAYS IN COMMUNITY STORES, BANKS, ETC... Gowanda, Ilion, Queens, 
Corning, Norwood, Canton, Lowville, Croghan, Mansville, Watertown, 
Ogdensburg, Morristown, Carthage, Chaumont, Hyde Park. 

SPECIAL DISPLAYS IN LIBRARY... all communities, 

HOBBY SHOWS... Gouverneur. 

LIBRARY OPEN HOUSE... Milton, Canastota, Islip, Elmont, Southold, Queens, 
Albany, Ellisburg, Canton, Rensselaer Falls, Black River, Watertown, 
Waddington, Schenectady, Mount Vernon, Floral Park. 

FINES FORGIVENESS... Islip, Lowville, Norwood, Watertown, Massena, Gou- 
everneur, Carthage, Malone. 

SHOWINGS OF LIBRARY FILMS... Albany, Wellsville, Lowville, Lyons Falls, 
Morristown. 

NEWSPAPER PUBLICITY... almost all libraries. 

PROMOTING NEW LIBRARY BUILDING... Medina. 

RADIO—TELEVISION PUBLICITY... Mount Vernon, Corning, Lowville, Norwood, 
Watertown. 

MORTGAGE BURNING... Corinth. 

MEMBERSHIP DRIVE... Gowanda. 

SPECIAL PROGRAMS FOR CHILDREN... Canastota, Islip, Ellenville, Floral 
Park, Carthage, Ogdensburg. 


The Bookmark -258- July, 1958 





DEDICATION OF NEW BRANCH LIBRARY... Syracuse. 

CONTACT LOCAL CLERGY FOR ANNOUNCEMENTS IN CHURCH BULLETINS AND SERMON 
TOPICS... Norwood. 

ESSAY CONTEST... Mount Vernon, Elmont, Corning, almost all libraries in 
the RLSC area. 

AUTHOR TEA... Canastota, Queens. 

VISITS FROM SCHOOLS... Syracuse, Milton, Islip, Carthage, Evans Mills. 

SCHOOL DAY:.. Islip. 

READING NIGHTS... Hyde Park, Floral Park. 

CAREER PROGRAM... Edwards, Morristown. 

BOOK TALK... Ilion. 

POSTERS OUTSIDE LIBRARY... Milton, Morristown, Canton, Evans Mills, Ren- 
sselaer Falls. 

ORGANIZED FRIENDS OF THE LIBRARY... Corning. 

NEW SERVICE INAUGURATED... Ellenville. 

SPECIAL INVITATIONS TO COMMUNITY GROUPS... many communities. 

SURVEY OF CHILDREN'S READING INTERESTS... Morristown. 

CAMPAIGN TO HAVE EACH CHILD BRING AN ADULT TO THE LIBRARY... Evans Mills. 

SEARCH FOR PERSON IN COMMUNITY WHO HAS USED THE COMMUNITY LIBRARY THE 
LONGEST... all libraries in RLSC area. 


NLW Pamphlets Available from ALA 


Furthering the aim of the first National Library Week, "For a 
Better-Read, Better-Informed America," three ALA pamphlets des- 
cribe the status, needs and prospects of public, school, college 
and university libraries: "Fountains, Not Reservoirs—the Public 
Library," by Arthur H. Parsons, Jr., Director, Enoch Pratt Free 
Library, Baltimore; "Every Child Needs a School Library," by Mary 
V. Gaver, Associate Professor, Graduate School.of Library Service, 
Rutgers University; "Books and Libraries—Tools of the Academic 
World," by Flora B. Ludington, Librarian, Williston Memorial Li- 
brary, Mt. Holyoke College. Dr. Lester E. Asheim, Dean, Graduate 
Library School, University of Chicago, edited the series. Pamph- 
lets are available in quantities only from the American Library 
Association, 50 East Huron Street, Chicago 11, Illinois, at the 
following prices: 5 copies, $1.25; 10, $2; 25, $3.75; 50, $6.50; 
100, $12. 
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A SELECTED LIST OF 


one Recent Accessions 


Z 


These titles of general interest, which the smalier library may not 
have purchased, may be borrowed from the New York State Library. Please 
use call numbers as indicated when requesting books. 


BIOGRAPHY 


Hull, Eleanor (Means). Suddenly the sun; a biography of Shizuko Takahashi. 
New York, Friendship Press, 219573. 130p. 325.2520973 Ztl3h 


Moran, Charles. Black triumvirate; a study of Louverture, Dessalines, 
Christophe-the men who made Haiti. @lst ed.a New York, Exposition 
Press -19573. 160p. (An Exposition Banner Book) 972.94 M829 


Russell, Fred. Bury me in an old press box; good times and life of a 
sportswriter. New York, Barnes £19575 235p. 071 Zr9r 


Toyokuni. Utagawa Toyokuni, 1769-1825. Text by Sadao Kikuchi. English 
adaptation cby3 Roy Andrew Miller. clst English ed.» Tokyo, Rut- 
land, Vt., C.E. Tuttle Co. £19573 759.9 T756k 


BUSINESS RESEARCH 


Adler, Max. Modern market research; a guide for business executives. 
New York, Philosophical Library, 1957 158p. 658.8072 A237 


Barton, W.L. How they handle their personnel; a step by step comparison 
of over a hundred actual programs. Greenwich, Conn., Management 
Pub. Corp. £19575 196p. 658.3 qB293 


Cheskin, Louis. How to predict what people will buy. With an introd. by 
Van Allen Bradley. New York, Liveright Pub. Corp. f19573 24l1p. 
658.8072 C524 


Ginzberg, Eli. Effecting change in large organizations, by Eli Ginzberg 
and Ewing W. Reilley, assisted by Douglas W. Bray and John L. Herma. 
New York, Columbia University Press, 1957. 1155p. $658.16 G493 


Samstag, Nicholas. Persuasion for profit. Illustrated by Irwin Glusker. 
clst ed.» Norman, University of Oklahoma Press £19573 208p. 
301. 154 $193 
FOLK ART AND FOLK SONGS 
Brand, Oscar, comp. Singing holidays; the calendar in folk song. Musical 


arrangements by Douglas Townsend. Illustrated by Roberta Moynihan. 
New York, A.A. Knopf. £19573 258p. 784.4973 qB817 
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Colonial Williamsburg, inc. The Abby Aldrich Rockefeller folk art collec- 
tion: a descriptive catalogue by Nina Fletcher Little. cist ed. 
Williamsburg, Va., Published bys Colonial Williamsburg; distributed 
by Little Brown, Boston, ©19573 402p. 745.3 C719 


INDIA, CHINA, AND THE PACIFIC 


Adler, Solomon. The Chinese economy. New York, Monthly Review Press, 
1957. 276p. 330.951 A237 


Coulter, J.W. The Pacific dependencies of the United States. New York, 
Macmillan, 1957. 388p. 996 C855 


Griffiths, Sir P.J. Modern India. New York, F.A. Praeger, £1957n 255p 
(Nations of the modern world) 954 G855m 


Seamands, Ruth. Missionary mama; the lighter side of the labors of those 
who serve the Lord in strange, exotic vineyards, revealed in delight- 
fully realistic letters from India. rlst ed.s New York, Greenwich 
Book Publishers, 1957. 128p. 275.4 S438 


MICHIGAN AND MINNESOTA 


Jones, Thelma. Once upon a lake; a history of Lake Minnetonka and its 
people. tclst ed. Minneapolis, Minn., Ross and Haines, 1957. 
285p. 977.657 J79 


Kiwanis Club, St. Ignace, Mich. Before the bridge; a history and a direc- 
tory of St. Ignace and nearby localities, commemorating the opening 
of the Mackinac Bridge. St. Ignace, 1957. 270p. 977.492 S 142k 


THE OCEAN AND A SCHOONER 


Freuchen, Peter. Book of the Seven Seas, by Peter Freuchen, with David 
Loth. New York, Messner, c19573 512p. 910.4 F889 


Van Nes, M.F. Into the wind. clst eda Philadelphia, Lippincott 1957 
224p,. 910.4 V266 


SCIENCE 


Astbury, N.F. Introduction to electrical applied physics. New York 
Philosophical Library, 1957. 24l1p. 537 A852 


Cole, E.B. The theory of vibrations for engineers. ¢ 3d, rev. ed. 3 New 
York, Macmillan ¢19573 362p. 620.1 C689 1957 


Hague, D.C. The economics of man-made fibres. London, G. Duckworth, 
21957y 315p. 338 .4767746 H147 


Rowland, John. Mysteries of science; a study of the limitations of the 
scientific method. New York, Philosophical Library -19572 214p. 
501 R883 


Schenck, H.V.N. Underwater photography, by Hilbert Schenck, Jr. and 


Henry W. Kendall. [Illus. by John E. Johnson. Cambridge, Md., Cornel] 
Maritime Press, 1957. 126p. 778.73 S324a 
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Official Publications 


OF NEW YORK STATE 
=  S< sz 
SRO 
Prepared by Peter Paulson, Gift and Exchange Section 
*Available free to libraries within New York State, and on ex- 
change to libraries outside of New York State, from New York 
State Library, Gift and Exchange Section, Albany 1, New York. 
Other publications may be obtained from issuing office. 
*BANKING DEPT. The Bank examiner trainee program; a post-graduate course 
in banking and bank supervision with pay and promotion. (1958) 18p. 
(Offered by...and by banking organizations under its supervision) 


*BANKING LAW, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE TO REVISE THE. Report of the... 
for the year 1957. (1958) 32p. (Legis Doc 1958 no. 18) 


*BETHPAGE PARK AUTHORITY. Bethpage state park. 1958. Unp. 


*COMMERCE, DEPT. OF. Business fact book-Capital District, 1957. (1958) 
43p. 


* __ Business fact book-Rochester area, 1957. (1958) 39p. 
* Business fact book-Syracuse area, 1957. (1958) 39p. 
* Houses of history in New York State, third edition. (1958) 40p. 


*CONSERVATION DEPT. Annual report, 46th...for the year 1956. (1958) 
270p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 114) 


*EDUCATION DEPT. A Guide to school district reorganization for New York 
State. 1958. 42p. 


* Make teaching your career. (1958) Folder. 
* Organization and institutions, 1957-58. (1958) 206p. (Handbook 24) 


* Division of Archives and History. Historical societies of New York 
State. (1958) 18p. Mimeo. (Revised April 30, 1958) 


*HOUSING, DIV. OF. Home care and housing needs of the aged; a report on 
a study for the...conducted by John G. Steinle and associates. 56p. 
+ appendix. Mimeo. (1958) 


*HOUSING AND MULTIPLE DWELLINGS, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. 
Report...1957. (1958) 83p. (Legis Doc 1957 no. 84) 


*LAKE CHAMPLAIN BASIN, INTERSTATE COMMISSION ON THE. The Champlain valley 
350th anniversary festival, 1609-1959. (1958) Folder. 
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*LAKE CHAMPLAIN BASIN, INTERSTATE COMMISSION ON THE. The Lake Champlain 
basin: "The Highway of the nations". (1958) Unp. 


*LAW, DEPT. OF. Annual report of Jacob K. Javits, Attorney General, to 
the Senate and Assembly for the year 1955. (1958) 316p. 


*LOW INCOMES, INTERDEPARTMENTAL COMMITTEE ON. The Problem of low incomes}; 
& progress report, February 1958. (1958) 14p. Mimeo. 


*MIGRANT LABOR, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Report...1958. (1958) 
32p. (Legis Doc 1958 no. 20) 


*NARCOTIC STUDY, JOINT LEGISLATIVE COMMITTEE ON. Interim report, 2d. 
(1958) 4lp. (Legis Doc 1958 no. 16) 


*NEW YORK STATE MUSEUM AND SCIENCE SERVICE, The Breeding biology of the 
chimney swift, chaetura pelagica (Linnaeus) by Richard B. Fischer, 
Museum Expert. (1958) 14lp. (Bulletin no. 368, April 1958) 


* __ Flora of the Columbia County area, New York, by Rogers McVaugh, 
Temporary Botanist. (1958) 400p. (Bulletin no. 360, September 1957) 


* _ __ Index; appendix to... (Bulletin no. 360 A, April 1958) 

STATE COLLEGE OF AGRICULTURE, Cornell University, Ithaca. Insurance 

in the farm business, by R. S. Smith and J. R. Tabb. (1958) 3lp. 
(Cornell extension bulletin 1003) 


__. The Japanese beetle; importance, life history and control (by) 
J. Alfred Adams (and) John G. Matthysse. (1958) 15p. (Cornell 
extension bulletin 770, revised March 1958) 


STATE COLLEGE OF HOME ECONOMICS, Cornell University, Ithaca. Milk: how 
to buy, store, and use it (by) Gertrude Armbruster, Mabel Doremus 
(and) Grace M. Foster. (1958) 15p. (Cornell extension bulletin 
1000, May 1958) 


*TRAFFIC SAFETY POLICY COORDINATION COMMITTEE. Traffic safety needs in 
New York State. (1958) Unp. Folder. (Governor's release: March 
11, 1958) 
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GENERAL NEWS 
Prepared by Ida M. Cohen, Reference, and Library Extension Staff 


Staff Notes: Members of the Library Extension Division who will participate 
in the Institute on Centralized Processing at the State University College 
for Teachers, Albany, August 5-6, are: R. Edwin Berry, Jean L. Connor, Jean 
Harrington, S. Gilbert Prentiss, Melvin G. Reed, Jack B. Spear and Irving 
A. Verschoor. Robert L. Carter will coordinate the arrangements. — At the 
Workshop on County and Regional Planning at Columbia University, School of 
Library Service, August 11-15, the following will be present: Robert L. 
Carter, Robert J. Flores, Florence E. Harshe, Edgar Tompkins and Marion H. 
Vedder. — Ernest H. Breuer, Law Librarian, attended a dinner meeting of the 
Law Library Association of Greater New York at the Faculty Club of Columbia 
University on June 11. He talked on the acquisition by the State Library 
of the records of the former Temporary Commission on the Courts. The State 
Library has been made custodian of the files, records and public hearings 
of that Commission. — Catherine Dusten, head of the Periodicals Section, 
spent May 20-22 at the Engineering Societies Library in New York City in 
consultation with Ralph H. Phelps, director, concerning New York State Li- 
brary membership in the engineering societies sponsoring the Engineering 
Societies Library. The purpose of their meeting was to broaden the State 
Library's collection of scientific and technical literature. 


Teletype Service: ALBANY 429 will be the number to use for any library 
wishing to transmit its requests to the New York State Library by teletype. 
This service was initiated on July 1. 


Traveling Children's Exhibit: A new Children's Book Exhibit, "Reading Is 
Fun," will begin its travels this summer. It is sponsored by the Children's 
Book Council and the New York State Library and will start its peregrina- 
tions with showings at the State University College for Teachers, Albany, 
July 1-20, and the State University Teachers College at Plattsburgh, July 2i- 
August 10. 


Results of Second Scholarship Competition: Twenty-two candidates partici- 
pated in the qualifying examination for the second series of training grants 
for public librarianship held in four centers throughout the State. It 
appears that at least 13 training grants for a graduate year of library 
science will be awarded as a result. Final replies from several other can- 
didates on their ability to accept a training grant are still being awaited. 
At least six of the awards in this second series will be for the maximum 
amount of $2,000. Only two are for the minimum of $350. By the summer of 
1959 the training grant program will have provided about 25 professionally 
trained librarians for the public library field in New York State. Inter- 
est in the program is increasing so that it is likely the competitions and 
awards will be continued on a twice-a-year basis. 
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NYLA Awards Scholarships: The New York Library Association has announced 
the award of three $600 scholarships to candidates planning to enter 1i- 
brary school in the fall. Mary V. Doyle of Binghamton has been selected 
for the Wharton Miller Scholarship and will complete her studies at Catholic 
University. Evelyn Greenberg, who plans to attend Rutgers, has been named 
the recipient of the Paul North Rice Scholarship. The Neil C, Van Deusen 
Memorial Scholarship, made available through the generosity of Mr. and 

Mrs. T. M. Van Deusen of Flint, Michigan, has been awarded this year to 
Johanna Frank of Long Island City. Miss Frank's special interest is public 
library work with children and she plans to attend the Columbia School of 
Library Service. 


Middle Atlantic Regional Library Conference: ''Begin with Books" is the 
theme of the Conference scheduled for October 2-4, 1958 at the Ambassador 
Hotel, Atlantic City. It will replace annual fall meetings of six Middle 
Atlantic State Library Associations, including Delaware, the District of 
Columbia, Maryland, New Jersey, Pennsylvania and West Virginia. Keynote 
speakers will be: Justice William 0. Douglas, Lucile Morsch, John Ciardi 
and Dr. Lowell Martin. "Conversation Corners" in lounge areas will be de- 
voted to public libraries, young adults, trustees, etc. 


Eastern College Librarians to Meet: The 44th Annual Conference of Eastern 
College Librarians will meet on Saturday, November 29, 1958, in the Harkness 
Academic Theater, Butier Library, Columbia University. Two sessions are 
planned for the Conference. During the morning session a panel of speakers 
will discuss "The Truth about Cooperation among Libraries."' The afternoon 
session will be concerned with "Books in Support of an Academic Program." 
The names of the speakers will be announced shortly. Correspondence con- 


cerning the Conference should be addressed to Henry Birnbaum, Program 
Chairman, Conference of Eastern College Librarians, Brooklyn College Li- 
brary, Brooklyn 10, New York. 


Training Course for Clerks: The Massapequa Public Library announces that 
a library training course for clerks will be given at State University 
Agricultural and Technical Institute at Farmingdale, L.I., Grace Larkin, 
instructor. Registration starts in September for the course beginning in 
October, held on Monday evenings, two class hours per week. Circulation 
desk duties and essential technical processes will be considered. Regis- 
tration and course fee, $22.50; attendance Limited to 20. 


Free Art Exhibitions: Studio Guild Traveling Exhibitions of Art for 1958- 
59 are available without rental charge and only the cost of transportation 
from the preceding place of exhibit. Sculpture, paintings, etchings, en- 
gravings and parchment scrolls make up the displays. For information about 
scheduling, address: Miss Grace Pickett, West Redding, Connecticut, 


Book Lists Available: "Catching up with Science,"' The New York Public 
Library's April 1958 issue of Branch Library Book News, may be obtained 

at 20¢ from The New York Public Library, Fifth Avenue and 42nd Street, 

New York 18, New York. — An excellent "Reference Checklist '57," by Louis 
Shores, in Library Journal, March 1, 1958, may be reprinted without per- 
mission. — Free copies of "Suggested Reading for the Family" are avail- 
able in limited quantities from Barnes & Noble, Inc., 105 Fifth Avenue, 
New York City. The main section, "Reading Aloud in the Family," was 
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compiled by a committee of specialists from the staffs of the New York 
Public Library, the Brooklyn Public Library and the Queens Borough Public 
Library. The second section is a guide to home dictionaries and encyclo- 
pedias, prepared by Barnes & Noble. — Copies of "Family Reading in the 
Space Age,"' a 16-page reading list presented by the Family Service, Inc. 
and the James Prendergast Free Library of Jamestown, New York, may be ob- 
tained without charge by writing to The Bookmark, Room 329E, New York State 
Library, Albany 1, New York. 


New Recruiting Pamphlet: A 20-page, illustrated pamphlet, "Your Career as 
a Librarian," has been published and made available for distribution by 
Encyclopaedia Britannica, Inc. as an implement in the American Library 
Association's Person to Person Recruiting Program. Author of the pamphlet 
is Mrs. Dilla W. MacBean, former Director, Division of Libraries, Chicago 
Public Schools and former President, American Association of School Li- 
brarians, an ALA division. Single copies of "Your Career as a Librarian" 
may be obtained free, and multiple copies at a cost of 10 cents apiece for 
quantities of 10 to 100 (special prices will be quoted on quantities larger 
than 100) by sending a request with remittance and a brief statement of 
how the pamphlets are to be used to: Educational Department, Encyclopaedia 
Britannica, Inc., 425 North Michigan Avenue, Chicago 11, Illinois. 


Positions Open: New York State announces four examinations in library 
science and photography to be held September 13, 1958, applications ac- 
cepted up to August 15, 1958: 8052 Associate Librarian (Science & Tech- 
nology), $7,500-$9,090; 8053 Senior Library Supervisor, $6,140-$7,490; 
8054 Assistant Library Supervisor, $4,770-$5,860; 8055 Film Production 
Aide, $3,300-$4,150. Completed applications with required fees should 


be mailed to the State Department of Civil Service, Albany 1, New York. 


Representing Governor Harriman, Dr. Charles Francis Gosnell, State Librar- 
ian and Assistant Commissioner of Education, received a set of 50 German 
books for New York State on May 28. The books, including reference, his- 
tory, travel and other subjects, are housed in an attractive cabinet, and 
are now on display in the State Library. Later they will be available for 
loan from the State Library on the usual terms. The presentation was made 
by Dr. Gerd Gundlach, of Hamburg, Germany, now a Fellow at the Rockefeller 
Institute in New York City. 
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Council on Library Resources Announces Grants: A grant of $55,000 to en- 
able the Library of Congress to undertake, with the support of the American 
Library Association and with the cooperation of the book publishing in- 
dustry, a pilot demonstration of the prepublication cataloging of books 
(under the name of "cataloging in source") will be carried out over the 
next year. Should the demonstration be successful, the plan offers the 
promise of substantial savings in cataloging costs to individual libraries, 
as well as other advantages. — A grant of $73,800 goes to the National 
Library of Medicine to make possible a two-year project for the improve- 
ment of the "Current List of Medical Literature" through the application 
of automatic information-handling equipment. It is anticipated that im- 
provements effected through mechanization may be applied to other indexing 
services. For this reason the National Library of Medicine has undertaken 
to report on its experimentation and results. — Ralph M. Dunbar, who re- 
cently retired as Head of the Library Services Branch of the U.S. Office 
of Education after 20 years' service, has been appointed Director of the 
ALA Library Resources Fact-Finding Project. The project is made possible 
by a grant of $12,125 from the Council on Library Resources, Inc. and is 
expected to be completed in six months. Its purpose is to gather, analyze 
and make widely available factual information on library service in the 
United States so that the needs and shortages which exist in libraries of 
all kinds—school, public, college, university, and special—may be rec- 
ognized. 


Dates Ahead: October 15-18, 1958, NYLA Annual Conference, Manger Hotel, 
Rochester. 

January 27-30, 1959, ALA Midwinter Meeting, Chicago. 

June 21-27, 1959, ALA Conference, Washington, D.C. 

November 11-14, 1959, NYLA Annual Conference, Commodore Hotel, New York 
City. 

June 19-25, 1960, ALA Conference, Montreal. 


LOCAL ACTIVITIES 
Edited by I. Marie Gustafson and Edgar Tompkins, Library Extension 


Albany. At the spring meeting of the Hudson-Mohawk Library Association, 
held in the Delmar Public Library, the following officers were elected 
for 1958-59: president, E. Leonore White, Schenectady County Public 
Library; vice president, Mrs. Nina Sloan Bovee, Johnstown Public Li- 
brary; secretary, Margaret Foley, Schenectady County Public Library; 
treasurer, Mrs. Dorothy L. Tucker, Crandall Library, Glens Falls; di- 
rector, Mrs. Mabel Shorey, Corinth Free Library. 


Columbia. The trustees of Valatie Free Library have been redecorating 
and painting the library. The exterior and interior of the building 
have been painted, refinished and floors sanded. — The North Chatham 
Free Library held open house on June 10 in the new library building. 


Delaware. Trustees and librarians from the Roxbury Library and Stamford 
Village Library attended the workshop on children's services at the 
Cobleskill Public Library on June 19. — Andes Public Library; Bovina 
Library Association, Bovina Center; Cannon Free Library, Delhi; Louise 
Adelia Read Memorial Library, Hancock; and Sidney Public Library were 
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represented at the workshop on children's services at the Unadilla 
Public Library on June 18. 


Herkimer. Trustees and librarians from these libraries attended the ref- 
erence workshop at the Kirkland Town Library, Clinton on June 11: Frank- 
fort Free Library; Herkimer Free Library; Ilion Free Public Library; 
Little Falls Public Library; Weller Library, Mohawks Old Forge Library; 
Poland Public Library; and West Winfield Free Library. 


Jefferson. The Flower Memorial Library in Watertown was host to the 
Northern New York Library Club at its spring meeting. The following 
officers were elected for the coming year: Wharton H, Miller, St. 
Lawrence University Library, president; Helen Talbert, Flower Memorial 
Library, Watertown, vice president; Mrs. Charles Bartlett, Norwood Li- 
brary, secretary; Lois Mitchell, Gouverneur Reading Room Association 
Library, treasurer. 


Madison, Trustees and librarians from these libraries attended the ref- 
erence workshop at the Kirkland Town Library, Clinton on June 11; 
Canastota Public Library; Sullivan Free Library, Chittenango; Georgetown 
Community Library; Hamilton Public Library; Morrisville Library; New 
Woodstock Free Library; and Poolville Community Library. 


Montgomery. ‘Trustees and librarians from these libraries attended the 
workshop on children's services at the Cobleskill Public Library on 
June 19: Amsterdam Free Library; Frothingham Free Library, Fonda; Fort 
Hunter Free Library; Fort Plain Free Library; and Margaret Reaney Mem- 
orial Library, St. Johnsville. — For a description with photographs 
of the informal bookmobile service given to the rural schools by vol- 
unteer members of the Parliamentary School of Fultonville and Fonda 
cooperating closely with the Frothingham Free Library, the club won 
two prizes at the Awards luncheon of the New York State Federation of 
Women's Clubs held recently at the Garden City Hotel, Long Island. 

The first prize of $200 was for the best entry among the smaller clubs, 
of less than 100 members; the sweepstakes prize of $100 additional was 
for the best entry among all participating clubs in New York State. 


— Canajoharie Library and Art Gallery was represented at the Unadilla 
workshop on June 18. 


Nassau. The Hewlett-Woodmere Public Library has just issued a most attrac- 
tive, book-form, pictorial report, showing costs and services. 


New York. The first complete bibliography of the writings of the great 
lexicographer, Noah Webster, has just been published by the New York 
Public Library. — Effie Lee Morris has been appointed to the newly 
created post of children's specialist with the New York Public Library's 
Library for the Blind. Miss Morris thus becomes the first children's 
librarian in any of the nation's public libraries assigned to work with 
sightless boys and girls. 


Niagara. The Barker Free Library has instituted a children's story hour 
to be held during the months of July and August. — Librarians from 
17 libraries in Niagara, Orleans and Genesee Counties met at the Lock- 
port Public Library on June 18 to discuss plans for a cooperative pro- 
ject to be instituted in the fall. This was the fifth of a series of 
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Ontario. 





meetings which started in June 1957. The group had no name or organiza- 
tion until its last meeting when "NIOGA Libraries" was chosen for its 
official name. The group also selected a nominating committee to choose 
a five-member council which will serve as coordinating body for the 
organization during the next year. 





Oneida. On June 1 William Dillon succeeded Helen Salzmann as librarian 


of Jervis Library Association, Rome. — A reference workshop, sponsored 
by the Library Extension Division, was held at the Kirkland Town Li- 
brary, Clinton on June 11. Sixty trustees and librarians from Herkimer, 
Madison and Oneida counties were represented at the day-long meeting. 
Each library (serving under 10,000 people) participating in the workshop 
received a $100 collection of reference books provided by funds from 

the Federal Library Services Act. An exhibit collection of reference 
books was displayed. Robert J. Flores, Public Library Consultant, was 
the workshop leader. The following libraries from Oneida County were 
represented: Erwin Library and Institute, Boonville; Camden Library 
Association; Kirkland Town Library, Clinton; Holland Patent Free Li- 
brary; New York Mills Public Library; Oriskany Public Library; C.W. 
Clark Memorial Library, Oriskany Falls; Jervis Library Association, 
Rome; Sherrill-Kenwood Free Library; Utica Public Library; Vernon Pub- 
lic Library; Waterville Public Library; Western Town Library, Western- 
ville; Dunham Public Library, Whitesboro; and Woodgate Free Library. 

















A reference workshop, sponsored by the Library Extension Division, 
was held at the Wood Library, Canandaigua on June 3. Ten Libraries from 
Ontario County and one from Seneca County were represented at the day- 
long program. A total of 30 librarians and trustees attended. Each 
library participating in the meeting will receive a $100 collection of 
reference books provided by funds from the Federal Library Services 

Act. A display collection of reference books was on hand, and each 
library made its own selection after examining the books. Edgar Tompkins, 
Public Library Consultant, was the workshop leader. The following li- 
braries from Ontario County were represented: Allen's Hill Free Library; 
Bristol Free Library; Bristol Valley Library, Bristol Center; Wood Li- 
brary, Canandaigua, Pierce Free Library, Clifton Springs; Geneva Free 
Library; Gorham Free Library; Honeoye Public Library; Phelps Community 
Library; Victor Free Library. — An evening meeting for trustees and 
librarians of Ontario County libraries was held on June 3 at the Wood 
Library, Canandaigua. After the film, "Books for All", was shown to 

the group, Jean Connor of the Library Extension Division discussed State 
aid available to public libraries under the terms of recent legislation. 
Mrs. Jesse Elve, President of the Wayne County Library System board of 
trustees, and Mrs. Eleanor Harris, Director, Livingston County Public 
Library, told the group about the development of library service in 
their counties. The meeting named the following committee to plan for 

a library system: Mrs. Raymond V. Spare, Canandaigua; Mrs. Ralph Engert, 
Geneva; Mrs. Charles Corwin, Clifton Springs; Mrs. Donald M. Tobey, 
Victor; Mrs. John W. Howard, East Bloomfield; Mrs. Margaret Farnsworth, 
Shortsville; James Fisher, Bristol; and Ada White, Honeoye. 





Orange. Mrs. Arthur G. Wirth, librarian, Moffat Library Association, Wash- 


ingtonville, has been appointed chairman of the System Planning Committee 
of the Orange-Sullivan Library Association. Clarence W. Wegman of Wood- 
bourne is another member of the committee. 
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Otsego. Trustees and librarians from the Cherry Valley Library; General 
James Clinton Free Library, East Springfield; and Worcester Free Li- 
brary, attended the workshop on children's services at the Cobleskill 
Public Library on June 19. — A workshop on children's services was 
also held at the Unadilla Public Library on June 18. Thirty-six trus- 
tees and librarians from Delaware, Montgomery and Otsego counties at- 
tended. The following libraries from Otsego County were represented: 
Edmeston Free Library; Gilbertsville Free Library; Milford Free Library, 
Kenyon Free Library, Morris; Otego Free Library; and Unadilla Public 
Library. tes 


Rockland. The Suffern Free Library is now in the process of remodeling 
the entire lower floor for a Children's Room. The young people have 
been using the library facilities to such an extent that an expansion 
program is urgent. Each month of this year a different subject was 
featured through lectures, demonstrations and displays of books on the 
corresponding subject. The weekly meetings on "Rockets and Space Travel" 
were especially well received. 


St. Lawrence. The Hepburn Library of Edwards has been left the sum of $500 
by the former librarian, Zella Stevens, for the purchase of children's 
books. — New fluorescent Lighting has been installed this spring in the 
Hepburn Libraries of Hermon and Waddington. 


Saratoga. The Burnt Hills Women's Club took second prize among the smaller 
clubs, in the New York State Federation of Women's Clubs contest, for 
library work. Twenty-four clubs entered the contest, 15 completed it. 


Schenectady. The Schenectady County Public Library has been producing a 
series of 11 television programs in cooperation with the Mohawk-Hudson 
Council on Educational Television. The programs began April 3, 1958. The 
series, entitled "You and Your Preschooler," was planned and produced 
by Ruth L. Adams, Head of Work with Children in the library. Each pro- 
gram includes several stories for preschoolers followed by a talk on 
books of particular interest to parents of children in this age group. 


Schoharie. A workshop on children's services, sponsored by the Library 
Extension Division, was held at the Cobleskill Public Library on June 
19. Fourteen libraries from Delaware, Montgomery, Otsego and Schoharie 
counties were represented at the day-long meeting. A total of 45 li- 
brarians and trustees attended. Each library participating in the work- 
shop received a $100 collection of children's books provided by funds 
from the Federal Library Services Act. An exhibit collection of chil- 
dren's books was displayed, and each library made its own selection 
after examining the books. Mrs. Elizabeth Lockhart, Public Library 
Children's Consultant, was the workshop leader. The following libraries 
from Schoharie County were represented: Cobleskill Public Library; 
Middleburgh Library, Middleburg; Schoharie Free Library; and Sharon 
Springs Free Library. 


Seneca. The Waterloo Library and Historical Society was represented at 
the reference workshop at the Wood Library, Canandaigua, on June 3. 
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“And yet they still go right on writing them.” 


Drawing by Alain, 
Copr. 1956 The New Yorker Magazine, Inc. 
Reprinted with permission. 








